


Annual Meeting January 19, 2023
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

AGENDA

I.  Call to Order at 10:00 a.m.

II.    Approval of minutes of January 2022 Annual Meeting without a reading
      (a copy is attached)

III.   Report of the Nominating Committee - Arthur Dixon
Vote

IV.   President’s Report - Mary Fisher

V.    Treasurer’s Report - Richard Kilbride

VI.   Greeting from Green Valley Managing Librarian - Heather Tyndall

VII.  Greeting from Sahuarita Managing Librarian - Betsy Langley

VIII. Greeting and Pima County Public Library Update - Amber Mathewson

IX.   Guest Speaker - Kendra Davey, Maker Spaces

X.    Old Business - Mary Fisher

XI.   New Business - Mary Fisher

XII.  Adjourn Business Meeting

XIII. Questions and comments from member participants



President’s Annual Report
December 2022

This has been a more typical year for most of us. Library staff still wearing masks
remind us of where we have been. Once again, the communities of Green Valley 
and Sahuarita have supported their libraries in great numbers through member-
ship and donations.

Along with supporting the Friends activities and library programming, funds have 
gone to continued support of special Pima County Public Library programs such 
as Career On-line High School, homework help, English language classes, etc.
We have provided extra funds to buy e-books and large print books. We have 
bought books to give to children at the Sahuarita, Green Valley and Amado Food
Banks. Friends funds made the new Seed Garden possible and bought Maker 
Space equipment for both libraries. Our Scholarship for Pima County Library staff
continued for the 29th year with four worthy recipients.

Please take the time to read the summaries of the wonderful, hard-working Board
members contained in this report. Happily, our bookstores are open, and after 
the Herculean efforts of Kären Webster and Connie Van Lieshout and their vol-
unteers, the new Green Valley Village site is open. Please go and see what a ter-
rific job they have done. Thanks to the Board members who produce our email 
and print newsletters, manage our website and Facebook posts, arrange scholar-
ships, and a particular thanks and farewell to our departing members Polly Daly 
and Arthur Dixon, the world’s longest serving member!

It is such a pleasure to work with these people and such an honor to provide 
what service we can to this supportive and generous community.

With Appreciation, Gerry Peterson



Report of Membership, Publicity, Facebook and Email Bulletin

Membership

At the end of 2021, Regina Collins took over the membership recruitment and re-
newal from Arthur Dixon. Renewal started in earnest with the December newslet-
ter. In January more than 30,000 membership recruitment letters were mailed to 
residents in Green Valley and Sahuarita.

Membership dropped slightly this year to 942 members (not including the 108 
Life members). Many members renewed at a higher sponsorship category, so we
did not see a drop in revenue. In 2022, we gained seven new Life members.

Three issues of the Friends newsletters were mailed to all members, including 
those without email addresses. The newsletter allows members without an email 
address to stay in touch and get up-to-date information about all our activities.

Publicity

In 2022, the Friends continued our community outreach through KGVY radio sta-
tion and the Green Valley newspaper. Four public service announcements (PSA)
were broadcast on the station at various times throughout the year. The PSAs 
announced the membership drive, summer hours at the Friends’ bookstores, re-
quests for volunteers and recently the move of the bookstores and the grand 
opening of the new bookstore in Green Valley Village.

In addition, we placed a radio commercial during March coordinating with the 
time that the “We Miss You” letters were mailed to members who had not re-
newed. To promote the Sahuarita Library, a full-page advertisement was placed 
in the Hey Production program in an effort to reach families in the Sahuarita com-
munity. We also placed a half-page ad in the CPAC program for their 2022-2023 
season.

Following an outreach to the Green Valley newspaper, they published a story on 
our scholarship program and announced the selection of scholarship recipients. 
This article highlighted our successful scholarship program and our commitment 
to higher education for Pima County Library staff.



Email Bulletin

In April, Tom Brown took over the publishing of the monthly email bulletin from 
Arthur Dixon. We continue to send out bulletins to members who have provided 
their email address. Our goal is to keep the members up to date about library 
services and programs as the libraries gradually return to in-person programming
after COVID.

Facebook

We continued our Facebook presence and had eight posts to Facebook in the 
last year, mostly ads for our bookstores. We have 580 followers. We are still 
looking for someone to manage our on-line presence.

Marketing and Membership Committee: Newsletter (Barb Hunt), Facebook (Tom 
Brown), Membership (Regina Collins, Terry Flanagan), Publicity (Regina Collins),
Mary Fisher and Arthur Dixon.

Report from Bookstores

A wish came true, but it was a long time coming. 
Two of the Friends of the Library locations combined into a bright new bookstore 
in the Green Valley Village Mall. It took a lot of talking and persuading, looking for
a space that was the right size and price, as well as in a convenient location with 
parking and easy access.
Finally, in the summer of 2022, suite 15 in the mall became available. Negotia-
tions for rent, renovations, and occupancy began, though with some delays. 
However, the Annex and the Warehouse relocated on December 15 and 16, fol-
lowed by a “festive” opening on December 28, a busy Market Day.

Volunteers and customers were very supportive of the efforts to combine the two 
stores and many offered to help with the move. Our feeling is that the Friends 
bookstores are essential to the community, a feeling that was strongly confirmed 
with the advent of COVID. Our goal is to continue to offer a variety of reading 
material at secondhand prices in welcoming spaces in both the library and the 
mall bookstores, staffed by caring, friendly volunteers.

Kären Webster
Connie Van Lieshout



Scholarship Report

This year we received five applications for scholarships. One of the applicants 
was not qualified. To be eligible the applicant must have been accepted at the 
School of Information graduate program at the University of Arizona and must 
also be employed at a Pima County library. Two of the applicants received finan-
cial assistance last year and two are new. We provided financial assistance to all 
four for their fall and spring semesters.

All of these recipients have spent many years working in Pima County libraries. 
They are enthusiastic and creative about their work. This assistance will help 
them achieve their degrees. It is an honor to help them achieve their goals.

Polly Daly





Minutes of the 46th Annual Meeting (on Zoom) 
Friends of the Green Valley/Sahuarita Library 
January 20, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 by President, Gerry Peterson.

After graciously welcoming the attendees to the Zoom meeting, she called for approval of the 
minutes from the 45th Annual Meeting in 2021. Arthur Dixon moved, Fred d’Angelo 
seconded a motion and the minutes were approved by all in attendance.

The next item was approval of five Board nominees: returning members Arthur Dixon, Barb 
Hunt, Connie van Lieshout, Kären Webster, and new member Richard Kilbride. Again moved
and seconded by Arthur and Fred, the vote was taken and approved by all in attendance.

President’s Report.
Gerry referred everyone to the previously provided Annual Report. She thanked members for 
their generous support of the Friends and she thanked staffs at both libraries for their work 
during these difficult times. She encouraged members to pay a visit to the beautiful new 
Sahuarita Library.

Treasurer’s Report.
Fred reported that our members have carried us through the pandemic period, with huge 
increases in donations compared to 2019 and 2020. Hughes Credit Union also provided 
significant revenues, to help make 2021 our best year ever. While some small portion is for 
administrative costs, the bulk of the money goes to the library and its services.

Fred thanked all of the members, and especially noted that Dick Duchaine has reviewed the 
finances for more than a year.

Greetings from Green Valley manager.
Gerry introduced Sam Henning, the new manager at Green Valley Library. Sam has nine years 
experience with PCPL and helped get the Sahuarita Library reading for opening. Sam noted a 
huge donation of $20,000 to PCPL specifically for large print books. Most has been spent and 
Green Valley Library will soon be the recipient of some of those books.

Greetings from Sahuarita manager.
Gerry then introduced Betsy Langley, manager of the Sahuarita Library.
Betsy thanked everyone for their support over her 16 years with PCPL, starting with the 
reference department.


